
Supporting Older Adult Community Members This Winter: Area Libraries Ask for Your Help!    
     
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN, January 11, 2021--As winter sets in, your local library staff encourage 
you and your family to reach out to our older community members. According to recent studies, not 
only are older adults at a higher risk for infection or death due to the coronavirus, but social isolation 
has led to nearly one in every four adults aged 64+ reporting feelings of isolation, anxiety, and 
depression.     

Thanks to funding from Bader Philanthropies, a Milwaukee-based foundation that supports initiatives 
that help older adults stay safe, healthy, and independent, and the Winding Rivers Library System, the 
Black River Falls Public Library will be offering kits and materials both for users to keep and that can be 
checked out with your library card. 

Kits that will soon be available to check out include: 
· Family History Recording Kits [Easy to Use Digital Recorder, Caring Cards, Expression Cards, MicroSD 
Cards (for users to keep), Carrying Case for Recorder] 
· Animal Bingo Kits [8 Player Audio Bingo Board Game for Seniors with Dementia / Alzheimer’s] 
· Keeping Busy Kits [Age-appropriate Puzzles, Games and Activities for Seniors with Dementia / 
Alzheimer’s] 

Kits that will soon be available [in a limited supply] for patrons to keep include: 
· Caring Cards Kits 
· Oil Pastel Kits 
· Watercolor Kits 
· Aqua Paint Kits 
· Puzzle Book Kits 

Additionally, Black River Falls Public Library offers free personalized selection and collection of books or 
audio books to anyone who qualifies for a library card and has difficulty reaching the library, particularly 
those who are home-bound, elderly, disabled, or health-impaired. Patrons can request specific titles and 
authors or indicate reading interests. Jackson County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers will pick up and 
deliver requested items. For those in care facilities, we can work with a representative from the facility 
to arrange for pick-up. To begin Your Library to Go, simply call the library’s circulation desk at 715-284-
4112. You will need a Winding Rivers Library System card to participate. 

Most recently, Library staff member Bonnie Gomer has been assisting senior citizens who are interested 
in sharpening their technology skills. A popular request has been for instruction in utilizing Zoom. Zoom 
allows folks to connect with friends and family, attend online group meetings, and participate in Virtual 
Game Days. Virtual Game Days are sponsored by Jackson County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers – the 
same wonderful organization responsible for providing many of the technology assistance referrals, 
primarily clients and volunteers, to the Library. Together, the Library and Interfaith are helping seniors 
bridge the technology divide and stay connected during these challenging times. 

Help us spread kindness and compassion this winter! For more information about Senior Connection Kits 
and other senior-focused services at the Black River Falls Public Library, please call 715-284-4112 and 
ask to speak with Vicki or Cara. For information or details about Senior Connections programming and 
services at other libraries within Winding Rivers Library System visit wrlsweb.org/senior-connections/. 
 


