
Black River Falls Public Library 

 

Meeting of the Library Board   April 29, 2014  

 

Members present: Jay Eddy, Karen Thayer, Ray Ransom, Tracy Gilbertson, Carol Olson, 

Shelly Severson, Rhoda Gulso, Nicole Schweitzer and Amanda Gunn.  No one was 

absent. Director Tammy Peasley was also in attendance.   

 

President Ransom called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.  Minutes of last month were 

approved on a motion by Karen with second by Jay.  Carried unanimously. Vouchers 

were examined and approved on a motion by Rhoda with second by Nicole.  Carried 

unanimously.  Donations were reviewed and Jay made a motion to accept them with a 

second by Carol.  Carried unanimously.   

 

Director Tammy Peasely went over her report.  We reviewed the financial report.  She is 

gathering information about charging for coffee – whether we should ask for donations or 

pay tax.  She is checking with the city.  We talked about the renovation project.  Some 

furniture will be purchased for the Internet Café and other existing furniture will be 

reupholstered for other sitting areas.  We will buy a Kuerig coffee machine.  Tammy and 

Vicki attended a WRLS Wordpress Workshop.  Tammy attended the Cooperative 

Children’s Book Center Advisory Committee meeting on February 11.  Bruce Thayer 

began a Beginning Computer Class.   

 

  

A report from Mary Woods, Historian, was read, including her financial report.  The 

library co-sponsored a program with the Jackson County Historical Society on April 15 

featuring Ben Stillwater.  The next program will be May 6 with Tom Teeples speaking 

about his walk on the Ice Trail. 

 

The board reviewed a current report from Julie White, Youth Services Coordinator.  She 

read to five classes at the Black River Childcare Center to recognize The Week of the 

Young Child.  Head Start visits are continuing.  Planning for the Summer Reading 

Program is underway.  A lot of new toys have been added to the Children’s section, and 

the response has been positive. 

 

The board discussed the noise level in the Children’s section during program times.  

Shelly suggested we post signs announcing dates and hours when groups will be at the 

library, so patrons can choose not to come at that time. 

 

A motion was made by Shelly to accept the written reports.  Second by Amanda and 

carried unanimously. 

 

Some other small suggestions were made.  The changes were approved with a motion by 

Jay and a second by Shelly.  Carried unanimously. 

 



At 4:00 we went into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statue s. 19.85 (1)(c) to 

consider employment, promotion, compensation, personnel issues or performance 

evaluations.  The motion was made by Nicole with a second by Jay.  Carried 

Unanimously.   

 

At 4:50 we returned to open session by a move by Carol and a second by Amanda, 

carried unanimously. 

 

Ray Ransom announced that he is stepping down from the board.  Karen moved to 

nominate Jay Eddy for the position of President.  Second by Amanda.  Carried 

unanimously.  No other nominations were made so Karen moved to close the 

nominations with a second by Carol.  Carried unanimously.  Votes were cast 

unanimously to elect Jay. 

The position of Secretary/Treasurer was up for election.  Carol moved to nominate Tracy 

Gilbertson with a second by Jay.  Carried. There were no other nominations, so Amanda 

moved to close nominations with a second by Rhoda.  Carried.  Votes were cast 

unanimously to elect Tracy.  The board needs to find an additional person to fill one 

vacancy.   

 

There were several patrons attending the meeting who were invited to speak.  Two 

expressed their concerns about disabled people possibly having limited access to the 

library.  Another pointed out that there were no new books added to our collection 

recently.  Jay asked everyone to have patience with us during our time of transition and to 

keep expressing their concerns.  He pointed out that our library is the single most used 

public building in the county. 

 

We again reviewed the new volunteer application form.  We are allowed to run a 

applicant’s name through CCAP for free.  If there is a red flag and we want the police to 

do more checking for us, there is a fee. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Jay at 5:25.  Second by Carol and carried. 

 

Tracy Gilbertson, Secretary 


